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In this time of political unrest and racial 
division, highly regarded retired pediatrician 
Bettye Kearse, an African American 
descendant of President James Madison, 
has written a multiple award-winning 
book. The Other Madisons: The Lost History of a 
President’s Black Family was written through nearly 
30 years of writing and rewriting, extensive research, 
and travel around the United States and to Lagos, 
Portugal and Ghana, West Africa. Her book is changing 
the way readers view American history, the story of 
black enslavement, and race relations in the US. Kirkus 
Reviews described Dr. Kearse’s book as “A ROOTS 
for a new generation.” 
Editorial Reviews		  Reader Reviews

A documentary film based on The Other Madisons is 
being used in webinars and shown in film festivals 
around the nation. Watch here.

Dr. Kearse’s degrees include a B.A. in Genetics from 
the University of California at Berkeley, a Ph.D. in 
Biology from New York University, and an M.D. from 
Case Western Reserve University. She is a sought-
after speaker for audiences interested in America’s 
history and that history’s impact today.

What People Are Saying About 
Dr. Kearse    “                                                                                                      

In April 2021, as part of the Harvard Medical 
School Office for Diversity and Community 
Partnerships, Dr. Bettye Kearse and filmmaker 
Eduardo Montes-Bradley presented The Other 
Madisons, A Book and A Film. The program 
underscored the need for us to acknowledge our 
shared American histories as vehicles for under-
standing as a nation seeking equity and justice 
for all. Video here. 

-- Susan Legere, 
Special Project Manager, Harvard Medical 

School Office for Diversity Inclusion 
& Community Partnership

Bettye Kearse brings a fascinating portfolio of 
knowledge and experience to her role as the one 
selected to perpetuate family history to the next 
generation. I came away from the conversation 
deeply moved by the faith and resilience that 
continue to be the foundation of a people in 
pursuit of the most inclusive definition of 
The America Dream. Authors on the Air  

-- Terry Shepherd, 
host of 

“Authors on the Air” 
podcast 

CONTACT BETTYE:

BettyeKearse.com                            

https://www.bettyekearse.com/reviews/
https://www.amazon.com/product-reviews/132860439X/ref=acr_dp_hist_5?ie=UTF8&filterByStar=five_star&reviewerType=all_reviews#reviews-filter-bar
https://www.bettyekearse.com/film/
https://tinyurl.com/rdxex7t3
https://soundcloud.com/authorsontheair/bettye-kearse
http://BettyeKearse.com


Topics for Presentations, Workshops, 
and Seminars Include:

 President James Madison’s Only Direct Descendants are Black.  
A Founding Father of our nation was also a Founding Father of my African 

American Family.
 How Our Nation’s Constitution Sanctions Racism. 

The 1787 Constitution helped set the precedent for marginalizing black Americans. 
 The Legacy of Enslaved Women. Discover the hidden power of three incredible 
African American women who transformed American society.
 African Americans, Now is the Time for Us to Embrace Our Slave Heritage. 
Enslaved people and their descendants made foundational contributions to all areas 
of human endeavor. 
 Slavery on Wall Street. New York City’s enslaved people were vital to the 
acquisition of wealth and power for a future nation.

Prior Speaking Engagements:
 PowerPoint presentation
 Interview on Zoom 

   

Dr. Bettye Kearse is available to speak to: 
NPOs, Corporations, Women’s Groups, Conferences, 
Professional Groups, DEI Departments, Genealogical 
and Historical Organizations, and High Schools, 
Colleges, and Universities.

Bettye Kearse, 
author, speaker

CONTACT BETTYE:

BettyeKearse.com                            

https://vimeo.com/showcase/8070775/video/517196791
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NEOnb6q0Pl8
http://BettyeKearse.com

